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Tit le run

NCAA cross country championships return to Furman

As the last of the 350 runners crossed the

finish line in the NCAA Cross Country
championships at Furman on November
24, 1 997, the accolades began pouring in.
The course, which weaved its way
along the back nine of the university's golf
course, proved to be a fair and flawless
test. Three hundred volunteers - many of
them local high school cross country runners
- canvassed the course to insure that the
competitors were unimpeded and that the
race came off without incident. More than
6,000 spectators, many more than the
NCAA's most optimistic projections, lined
the fairways to cheer for their favorites.
Even the weather cooperated, providing
a clear, crisp morning.
After the trophies were hoisted and the
backslapping and handshaking ended,
NCAA officials cornered Gene Mullin,
Furman's cross country and track and field
coach. They wanted Furman to host again.
They got their wish.
On November 1 9, 200 1 , the nation's
5 1 0 best collegiate distance runners - 255
men and 255 women - will travel to
Furman, the smallest school ever to host
the national championships. Each field will
consist of 31 seven-member teams, plus
38 individual runners who receive at-large
bids. The men will run a 1 0-kilometer race,
the women six kilometers. To reach the
national championships, teams must be
among the top finishers at nine district
qualifying meets held throughout the country.
Last year, the University of Arkansas
men placed four runners among the top 25
to capture their 1 1 th national championship
and third in a row. Keith Kelley, a senior
from Providence College, took the individual
honors, finishing the course in 30: 1 4.5. On
the women's side, Kara Grgas-Wheeler's
victory led the University of Colorado to the
championship.
The 2000 meet was held at Iowa State
University, where runners had to endure
temperatures in the teens and a wind-chill

The men's field explodes from the starting line in the 1997 NCAA cross country meet at
Furman. The Stanford men and Brigham Young women took home the trophies that year.
factor of below zero. The University of
Indiana hosted the 1 999 championships.
''The last few years have been real
cold, so I think everyone is really looking
forward to returning to the Southeast," says
Mullin.
Furman has a history of hosting major
cross country events. In addition to the
1 997 championships, the university has
been the site of 1 8 NCAA District Ill
qualifying meets in the past 20 years.
"Because the coaches were familiar
with our reputation for putting on good
meets, they urged us to host the national
championships," says Mullin. "I think giving
it to us in 1 997 was a reward for all the
good work we have done in the past."
Mullin, who has coached at Furman
since 1 983 and is the chief organizer of the
championship meet, plans to add a new
feature to this year's event - a large movie
screen. Mounted on an 1 8-wheel tractor
trailer, the screen will display live race
footage and results.

The national championships will be the
highlight of a fall season filled with big
meets. Furman will host its annual
invitational in conjunction with the NCAA
P re-Meet on October 1 3. The Pre-Meet
typically attracts a parade of national
championship hopefuls who want to
inspect the championship course. Furman
will also again host the District Ill meet
November 1 0.
Clearly, Mullin and other members of
the athletic staff will be rather busy for the
next few months as they prepare for the
championships.
"It's really a lot of work," says Mullin,
who besides preparing the course must
also reserve hotel rooms, hire officials and
find 300 people willing to volunteer their
time to insure the meet's success. "But it's
a lot of fun to see a big event like this come
together. And we get to work with a lot of
great people."

Ivory, women's program earn top league honors
All-America tailback Louis Ivory and the Furman
women's athletic program took top Southern
Conference honors for 2000-2001 .
Ivory, a rising senior who captured the Walter
Payton Award as the top offensive player in NCAA
1-AA footbal l following the 2000 season, was
named the league's male athlete of the year,
becoming the first Furman athlete since line
backer Jeff Blankenship in 1 988-1 989 to earn the
honor.
A consensus Al l-America selection and the
nation's leading rusher with an average of 1 89
yards per game in 2000, Ivory became the first
player in Southern Conference history to rush
for 2,000 yards in a season. His 2,079 yards and
16 touchdowns led Furman to a 9-3 record.
Besides Blankenship, previous winners of

the male ath lete-of-the-year award from Furman
are Frank Selvy (1 952-53), Darrell Floyd (1 95455 and 1 955-56), Clyde Mayes (1 974-75), Stanford
Jennings (1 983-84) and Rock Hurst (1 984-85).
While Ivory was earning top individual
honors, the Furman women maintained their
dominance by claiming their n inth consecutive
Germann Cup, which is awarded annually to the
league member judged to have the best all-around
women's athletic program. The Lady Paladins
finished no worse than fourth in any sport in
200Q-2001 , winning championships in golf, tennis,
cross cou ntry and soccer.
For the 1 0th year in a row, Appalachian State
earned the Commissioner's Cup as the top men's
program. Furman finished second after winning
the soccer and tennis championships.

- Jo h n Roberts

Furmanpaladins.com
Furman has introduced a new and
i mproved Web site for athletics:
Furmanpaladins.com.
Designed by Paul Leese '01 ,
a former Paladin soccer player,
the site has been expanded to
accommodate more information
on all athletic teams. You can
now follow your favorite Furman
sport more easi ly, take part in
interactive polls, and purchase
Paladin tickets or merchandise
on-line. The Paladin Club is also
using the site to highlight special
events and individuals.
You can access the new site
directly or by clicking on the
Athletics link at Furman.edu.

